Peckham Christmas Newsletter from Canada 2018

A Sleigh Ride
with $t. Saviour’s Anglican Church

Last Sunday, we went to Bird’s Hill Park near §
Winnipeg, along with 80 people from St. S
Saviour's Anglican Church. There, Ann and |
Elisha, along with many others, enjoyed a &%
sleigh ride drawn by two horses. It was quite "
cold, with the wind child making it colder still,
but everyone dressed warmly. For those of
you in Uganda, you need to know that, if we
don’t dress warmly, there is a chance of
frostbite on the skin within minutes. Afterwards, we all went back to the church hall where
they served hot chili and hotdogs, with dessert provided later. There was much singing of
Christmas carols and the joy of Christmas was in the air as we remembered that the birth
of Jesus is at the center of it all. If it weren’t for the miracle of Jesus birth, none of these
celebrations would occur. We thank God for sending His son, Jesus, in humble form as a
baby to a humble manger, for each of us.

Ann’s Health
We thank each one of you for your prayers and encouragement during these last few
months especially. Many of you have been wondering how Ann is doing after finding

that the lump in her breast was malignant. She had an operation on November 1% in
which they removed the lump plus a lymph node. The results revealed that the cancer
was removed and that there was no cancer in the lymph nodes. She is clean, praise God.
Her doctors are pleased with how she is doing. She is feeling fine these days, only a little
stiff.  She’s a real trouper and will be 76 years young Christmas Day. She will possibly
begin 16 radiation treatments during January.  All of this means that we have had to
delay our return to Uganda for several months. Our friends and good Samaritans, Harry
and Francie Humby, have taken us under their wings, providing wonderful hospitality in
their home in St. Vital in Winnipeg during our time in Canada when we are not moving



about giving presentations. We truly appreciate everything they are doing for us to make
our stay most comfortable. During our extended stay, we are leasing a car to get around,
especially for medical appointments. We appreciated very much the kindness of Dale and
Sharon Myhre who leant us their car during the first five months of our stay.

Elisha's Experiences in Canada

In Canada, Elisha has seen autumn colours on the trees, followed by
the leaves falling off as the temperatures dropped to freezing. As he
traveled through southern Manitoba and into Saskatchewan to Moose
Jaw, he saw the vast crops of wheat and canola in the fields. Later, he
saw the harvesting of the crops with the swathing machines and huge combines. He has
seen the first snowfall as well as the Canadian Geese flying south in V patterns in the sky.
Now that the weather is bitter cold, we have to double-check to make sure he is wearing
adequate clothing to keep warm. Over the past six months, he has met many people and
visited many churches with us during our weekend presentations regarding Eagles Wings
Children’s Village. At each place, he has fitted in very well with the adults and children
and has been a fine ambassador for EWCVs. How he is internalizing all these things |
don’t know for sure, but he definitely finds life in Canada very different from life in Uganda
near the equator.

Elisha's Schoolwork

During our travels, we have been tutoring Elisha using the Grade Five Ugandan curriculum
for schooling. We had brought with us the full set of textbooks recommended by his
teachers. They gave copies of all the tests written at their school to our EWCV secretary,
Vennie, who kindly scanned them and emailed them to us. Our friends where we were
staying printed them so Elisha could write the exams, and then the completed texts were
scanned and emailed to his teachers for marking.

Recently, Elisha wrote the final Grade Five exams at the end of Term Three which
completes the Ugandan school year. He received the best results he has ever achieved,
obtaining 86%, his highest mark, in Math and his lowest mark, 72%, in English. He had
been failing Math with marks around 34% earlier in the second semester so he has
improved incredibly since them. We give the credit to our host, Francie Humby, who has
worked with Elisha every morning, for more than an hour, covering nearly every aspect of
the curriculum. She has done an amazing job trying to strengthen his skills in math. We
are told that he has a very good command of spoken Canadian English. He has worked
very hard this term, more than ever before. It wasn’t easy with our moving around. Well
done, Elisha!

A Visit to Vancouver

We were invited to visit with Grace Lee Kam and
husband, Arthur, from October 16" to 30™. We
were thankful for their kind provision of plane tickets
to and from Vancouver. They gave us many §




splendid tours around the area, and the leaves on the trees were in spectacular colour.
They are doing just fine and we miss them. We also received fine hospitality from friends,
Shawn and Nicole Craig, in Surrey, and Allan and Marlene Craig, in Langley, where we
stayed. They treated us royally. Many thanks! During our visit out west, we spent time
with cousin, Stephen Plumpton, and his wife, Kathleen, in White Rock. They are a great
couple and we wish them well.

Reagan

Last October, we received the sad news that our nine-
year-old boy, Reagan, who we had to leave behind in
Uganda, died peacefully at our home. He had driven
with us to the airport when we left Uganda in July, along
with Aunt Amelie Beckstein, a volunteer from Germany
who became his mother, providing palliative care during
his time after we left. When we last saw him at the
airport and gave him a big hug, we felt that this would be
. the last time we would see him alive. He was such a
: sweet natured young boy, and he had been a like a
younger brother of Elisha. They shared a bunk bed and
went to school together. We were blessed having him.

Successful EWCYV Students

Six young students have recently finished their
final National Senior Six exams. They will have
completed A level education if they pass. They
now have to wait for several months to receive
their final results. These results will determine
their future direction. © We are very proud of
them. Some of them were the first children to |
come into EWCV in 2006. They began their |
schooling with us at the primary level. The six
students are Peter Kato, Gerald, David, Frank
Mugera, Margaret, and Gladys.

Peter Bitotorwa graduated in July, 2018, with a Bachelor of Law degree from Uganda
Christian University. He has recently been accepted to study Oil and Natural Gas Law in
a specialized field of studies. There have been discoveries of oil and natural gas in the
western Rift Valley of Uganda that might just be an opening for Peter, career-wise.

We have two young ladies studying nursing (Florence and Habibah), four young fellows in
mechanics (Ibrahim, Jessie, Faruk, and James), Shafik is in first year law, and Jovia is in
third year mass communications.  Several other students are in engineering and in
teacher training for early childhood education and secondary education. Now is a
transition stage for us at EWCV as our children are entering into career development and



then into the job market.

These students would not have reached this level had it not

been for many of you who have supported them for years - financially, in prayer, and with
letters/cards of encouragement.

New Dresses Picture

Our Canadian Family

Recently a group of ladies at St. Saviour's Anglican Church
met for several months to sew dresses for many of our young
girls at EWCV. Friends, Doug and Barb from Oak Bluff
Church, are in Uganda now and have delivered the dresses for
us. Many thanks to them for offering to take the suitcases
and to bring back Elisha’'s Grade Six textbooks. We visited
the sewing group several weeks ago to thank them personally
for their work and the contributions they were making to the
girls of EWCV. This past week, we received a picture of some
of the girls wearing their new dresses and looking very lovely
indeed.

It has been wonderful to spend time with our Canadian family!

We are blessed with a very fine family indeed. Our
daughter, Linda, continues to work as a nurse, but she
is no longer at the hospitals. Instead, she provides
nursing care for people in their homes. Her husband,
Ken, continues to work as a Machinist at Standard

Aerospace in Winnipeg; he

there. On July 28", we celebrated Linda and Ken’s
30th wedding anniversary, in their lovely home.
Joining us were their children, Ken’s mother, our son,

Mike Peckham, his friend,

has put in over thirty years

Kerry, and his daughters

and granddaughters. Well done, Ken and Linda!

Our son, Mike, is working in the computer department
at Great West Life Insurance Company. His older
daughter, Felicia, is at her home raising her two
¢ daughters, Holly and Freya. His younger daughter,
« Sheena, has returned to her job teaching in junior high
® school in Harlow, Essex, on a five year visa. Some of
our family got together at the Half Moon Restaurant to
celebrate her birthday shortly before she left for
England.



On October 5™, our family celebrated the birthday of Ken and Linda’s older daughter,
Amanda Vandenakker. She is working as a Respiratory Therapist at the Seven Oaks
Hospital. She sometimes rides her motorbike to work or takes her car. She has an
apartment which is only a fifteen-minute drive from her parents’ place. Her brother,
Joshua, is working as a Paramedic Officer in northern Manitoba communities such as The
Pas, Flin Flon, and Gillam. Her younger sister, Jennifer, is studying at the University of
Manitoba in her third year of a degree in nursing. Joshua and Jennifer are still living at
home.

Our family also celebrated Canadian Thanksgiving with a feast at the Vandenakker’s
home.

On November 25", we celebrated the tenth birthday of
our Ugandan son, Elisha. It was a wonderful day he
won’'t soon forget. We met to take in some indoor
miniature 18-hole golf, go-carting, laser tag games, and
a virtual reality roller coaster ride. (I will certainly pass
on any further roller coaster rides but Elisha and his
mom, Ann, loved it!) The celebration ended with
birthday cake and presents at Ken and Linda’s place.

Condolences and Congratulations

We offer condolences to the family of Paul and Jaimee Sekenjako on the loss of his
mother, suddenly, in November. We congratulate them on the birth of their baby daughter,
Savannah Eseza Sekanjako. What a beautiful new child!

Wedding Congratulations

Our congratulations go out to our Social Worker, Peter R
Byekwaso, and his new bride, Kellen, who were
married this past Saturday in Masaka. May God bless
your marriage. Many thanks for the wonderful pictures
received recently.

Prayer Requests

Please pray for our little, six-year-old boy, Najib. He has cerebral palsy and has recently
developed a serious, as yet undiagnosed, illness that has left him unable to walk or even
sit up.

Please also pray that God will provide the funds to enable Eagle Wings Children’s Village
to buy a reliable car for the directors to use as needed.



Peckham’s Contact Information

Bill's Canadian phone number: 204-955-1541

Ann’s Canadian phone number: 204-891-7075

Bill and Ann’s Address: 38 Hollyhock Rd., Winnipeg, R2M 4P6;
New e-mail address: bapeckham1@gmail.com

Harry and Francie Humby’s phone number: 204-257-2483.

New EWCV Address in Canada

Please note that the new accountant for EWCV has a new address:

Eagles Wings Children’s Village, c/o Natasha Buhler, Box 282, Winnipeg, MB, R3C 2G9
Phone: 204-647-0595

E-mail: true.ambition@hotmail.com

We pray that, during this Christmas season,
you will have time to reflect upon the goodness of God
and enjoy memorable times with family and friends.

{_,/ﬂ' Christmas Blessings from Bill, Ann, and Elisha
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